Botternell Farm Through The Ages
c1650

Botternell Farm is on the southern edge of
North Hill parish, less than 2 miles from the
centre of North Hill village.
The earliest surviving reference of
Botternell’s existence dates to around 1160.
Here is the earliest known map where
Botternell is mentioned and dates to about
1650. It is marked as Higher and Lower
Botundal.
This map is on display at Cotehele
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In 1840 a detailed map of the area was drawn,
recording residences by colouring them pink and other
buildings in grey.
Fields and property were identified by numbers which
were explained in the ‘Tithe Apportionment Book’
which gave names, tenement, owners, occupiers, uses,
size and tithe values for each.
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The 1840 tithe map is the
earliest complete record of the
farm buildings and occupiers.
The 1841 census records the
people living on the farm.
Edwd Foott, 40, farmer
, Mahala Foutt, 40
, John Foutt, 15,
, Mary Foutt, 15
, Emma Foutt, 14
, Edwd Foutt, 12
, Wm Foutt, 10
, Eliz Foutt, 9
, Harry Foutt, 7
, Jane Foutt, 5
, Charles Foutt, 2
, Edwin Foutt, 2m
, Susan Brown, 4

The total area farmed in North Hill by these families was about 150 acres
• 40% arable
• 40% pasture / coarse pasture
• 20% other .. including orchards, woodland and farm buildings

Edwd Budge Caunter, 40, farmer
, Rebecca Caunter, 35
, Richd B Caunter, 14
, Edwd B Caunter, 12
, Lydia Caunter, 10
, Mary Caunter, 2
, Ann Caunter, 65, Independ’t Means
, Wm Jasper, 20, Male Servant
, Thos Shouvell, 15, Male Servant
, Mary Tucker, 15, Female Servant

1841-1881
By 1861 the Budge Caunter family had left Botternell Farm. Many of the children of this family went on to work
other local farms.
By 1871 the Foote family had all but disappeared, except for father
Edward who described himself as a ‘retired farmer’. In the other
property was Richard Hick who was employed by the Duchy as a farmer.
He was helped by a George Sargent, an agricultural labourer.

By the 1881 census Edward Foote had died and his son, Harry, and
family lived in the northern farmhouse. He worked as a farm labourer
for James Sargent.
James Sargent (aged 26) lived in the southern farmhouse with his wife
Mary Ellen and their two children.

By 1871 Botternell Mill had
been built and was occupied
by Briant Stephens, a miller,
and family in 1871, 1881 &
1891.

The two farm holdings were
amalgamated into a single
farm around 1890.
1883 Ordnance Survey

1891-1910
The 1891 and 1901 censuses show the
only family living and working at the
farm are the Sargent family. In 1910
the farm was 94 acres.
James and Mary Ellen had 15 children,
14 of which survived, in the 38 years
of their marriage.
Until the more modern farmhouse was
built around 1905 the family lived in
the one inhabited building on the
farm, the southern farmhouse.
1906 Ordnance Survey

The farmhouse was built by the Duchy of Cornwall when the opportunity was taken to build a new
farmstead along ‘model’ lines as a livestock holding. It had 9 rooms, including 6 bedrooms, to
accommodate the Sargent family. The two properties previously used as homes were used as
barns.
Additional farm buildings were built as shown on the 1906 map, above. The main buildings were
grouped around three sides of a yard, with cattle in shippens and boxes on two sides and pigs on
the other.

1911 - 2002
In the early 20th century, a south range
(providing a number of loose boxes) was
added to the main block of farm buildings,
producing a quadrangular arrangement
around the yard.
Around 1935 the farm was occupied by
James Doney. The National Farm Survey of
1941 recorded the farm as being 79 acres,
including:
• 37 acres of permanent grass
• 19 acres of cereals (barley, oats, mixed corn)
• 33 cattle (inc. 8 milk cows and 19 fatstock)
• 71 sheep
• 3 pigs
• 350 poultry
• 2 working horses

In October 1994 the Royal Commission on
the Historical Monuments of England
studied and reported on the farmstead, it
being constructed along ‘model’ lines.

The farm remained with the Duchy, and
was worked by the Doney family, until
2002 when it was sold.
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